
Printing Like a Pro! --  Standard Lesson Plan 

*Please note: This is just one way to complete a small portion of the Printing Like a Pro! 

program.  Take what you like, leave what you don’t!  - Alanna Kirkham 

Objective: 

Students will learn the correct way to form, orient and align each letter so that printing 

becomes easier and more automatic. This helps students learn to print more neatly, 

fluently and quickly in all written activities across the curriculum.  

The focus should be on lower case letters.  

1) Preparation: 

▪ Have student materials, such as white boards, dry erase markers, and student 

booklets available. Ensure sharpened pencils are available, so time is not 

wasted, and avoidant behavior is minimized. 

▪ Prepare interlined lines on the board or chart paper (laminated), ensuring the 

lines are dark enough and large enough for all students to see (12”-15” high).  

▪ Or alternately use the Printing Like a Pro! cue cards and cue card lined paper. 

▪ To guide students along, for each new letter in the Printing like a Pro! booklet, the 

teacher can project the worksheet onto the board (use an overhead or SMART 

Board 

2) Introduction: 

Call the class to the carpet. Review what it means to “print like a pro”. Review the 

interlines on the board. Label the lines (i.e. top and bottom lines and interline) and 

discuss use of the lines. That is, during the initial lessons, briefly explain and review that 

there are “tall” letters and “small” letters and some letters are “diggers”.  

Review the letter being taught with the class.  Write the letter on the board so that 

students can clearly see it.  

Discuss: 

▪ Discuss and review with the class what group the letter is in (e.g. t is in the 

Downer Group). 

▪ Discuss whether it is an upper case or a lower-case letter.  Write both forms on 

the board. Compare and then identify which one is currently being learned by 

discussing the difference between the two. Reminder: the focus should be on 

lower case letters.  

▪ Note where the letter touches the lines (example: lower case “d’s” “tummy” 

touches the bottom line and the interline, while his “backbone” touches both the 

top and bottom line. Include in the discussion whether the letter is a “tall” letter 

or a “small” letter. 

 

 



▪ Develop a list of “Key Strategies” for neat printing. Review and add to the list as 

appropriate. Key strategies include:  

o Print slowly 

o Print letters starting at the top.  

o Letters sit on the line. No floaters. 

o Print tall letters tall and small letters small. 

o Diggers dig below the bottom line etc. (see sample attached).  

Tip: Giving the letter a personality and making it like a character makes it more 

fun for younger students. 

Model: 

▪ First say the “chant” (i.e.: self-talk script of direction of movement) for the letter. 

Then have the students repeat it a few times, checking for understanding. 

▪ On the board or chart paper (using large interlined lines) model how to write the 

letter, saying the “chant” while slowly writing the letter. 

Tip: It is helpful for the teacher to have the self-talk instructions readily available 

to ensure that the directions for letter formation are said in the correct order. 

▪ Slowly write the letter several more times on the board, including a few letters 

formed with obvious mistakes/errors in letter form.  Have a class discussion about 

the letters.  Which one do the students think is best?  Why?  Which ones have 

mistakes in letter form or alignment?  What are the mistakes?  Were key strategies 

for neat printing adhered to? Reinforce that it is okay to make mistakes, because 

we learn from them.  Ensure to model circling the best one(s). 

 

Have students stand up and stretch for a quick body-break before beginning the warm 

ups. 

3) Activities: 

Warm Ups: 

Choose from the below activities to match the needs of your class before moving onto 

using the pre-made worksheets: 

▪ Cloud writing: Practice writing the letter in the air with use of preferred/writing 

hand pointer finger.  Say the “chant” in unison, as a class, as the letter is printed 

in the air. Ensure that the students are forming the letter correctly by checking 

letter formation. When demonstrating/leading, if facing the class, remember to 

write the letter backwards in the air for correct letter formation.  

▪ Write on your knee or a partner’s back: Self-explanatory. 

▪ Mini white boards or chalk boards:  Have students write the letter in a size that 

they are comfortable with.  If these materials are not available, use a blank 

piece of paper and have students use both sides for practice. This is a good time 

to introduce self-evaluation.  Ask them, “Which letter are you most proud of?” 

“Which one do you think you could improve next time?” “Why?” Students love 

this, and if they are hesitant to print because they are afraid to make mistakes, 



this activity is helpful and low risk, as they can simply erase anything they’ve 

written that they may be self-conscious about. 

▪ Finger and Pencil Warm-ups: Students can do finger pushups and should 

practice moving pencil with in their hand (i.e. shifting as well as rotating pencil). 

Worksheets: 

▪ Ensure the projected large version of the worksheet is positioned where students 

can easily see it. 

▪ Discuss that the class will in unison complete the first 4 lines. Remind students to 

“finger space” between letters. 

▪ Model on the enlarged projected worksheet while completing the first 4 lines as 

a class, ensuring students are following along, and chanting in unison.  

Encourage students to “peer check” one another’s work to ensure they working 

in unison. Remind students that team work is important and expected.  

Tip: If the class is reluctant to chant, make it fun by asking them to chant loudly, 

as students think it’s funny to be loud and it helps to keep them all on track and 

chanting together. 

▪ Have students complete the remainder of the worksheet, continuing to chant, 

either independently, in partners, or in groups.  

▪ Remind students to leave their mistakes on their sheet and just move on.  

Mistakes are okay, as we learn from our mistakes 

 

4) Assessment: 

▪ Circulate around the classroom to assess students’ printing, intervening when 

necessary. Take note of letter formation. 

▪ When students are finished, they are to circle their best 3 letters on the worksheet 

and raise their hand for a sticker or a stamp. 

▪ Before receiving a sticker or stamp, each student should verbalize, to the 

teacher, why they think their 3 choices are the best.  The teacher should then put 

a sticker/stamp next to the one they think is best out of student’s chosen three.  

The teacher should explain their reasoning for this choice e.g. “I noticed this “g’s” 

body is nice and round, touching the interline and is sitting nicely on the bottom 

line. I love how his monkey tail is so nicely formed too!” 

▪ Tip: Have students who are finished early draw or write words on the blank back 

side of the worksheet in their book. Students love doing this and it allows time for 

the teacher to continue circulating and assessing all students’ work. 

5) Closure: 

▪ Clean up and put printing workbooks away. 

▪ Discuss what was done well while “printing like a pro” as a group, individually, or 

in partners. 

▪ What was difficult? What was easy? 

▪ What could we focus on next time? 

▪ Compliment the class on things they did well. 



Adaptations 

▪ Some students require a few more letters to trace on each line.  Model on the 

child’s worksheet with use of a pen as necessary. This will assist the teacher in 

knowing that the student needed extra help/instruction. 

▪ Reluctant printers may enjoy tracing letters in a sand, salt, or rice table, or on a 

cookie sheet in shaving cream prior to use of worksheets. 

▪ If standard size interlines are too difficult, enlarge the worksheets. 

▪ If unable to complete entire worksheet in one session, provide added time after 

a break. 

▪ Provide a slant board or an empty binder for added forearm and wrist support in 

printing. 

▪ Provide adapted writing tools as necessary. 

Alanna’s Helpful Hints 

▪ Practice the chant ahead of time, in preparation of the lesson.  Adapt the chant 

as needed. For example, if the self-talk chant instructions are too long for 

younger students, adapt or shorten as necessary. 

▪ Bind worksheet booklets at the top for beginning writers, so that the binding or 

staples do not get in way, especially for left handed students. 

▪ Provide worksheet booklets in groups. For example, initially provide only the 

“Downers” worksheets to students. Once completed, introduce the next booklet, 

“Rounders”, etc. 

▪ When copying booklets, do not double-side the pages. This allows early finishers 

to draw pictures or print words that begin with the target letter on the blank 

back side of the worksheets in the booklet(s) while the teacher continues to 

circulate and assess students` work. 

▪ Remind students of proper posture while printing (sit up straight, forearms resting 

on desk top, feet on floor, etc.) 

▪ When evaluating students’ writing in other classroom activities, remind them they 

should be “printing like a pro”.  If necessary, once students have written their 

ideas down on the page, ask them to self-correct a few of the letters that they 

have already learned to correctly print.  

Caution: ensure enough time to allow students to fully complete composition 

and writing before requesting self-correction of letters, so as not to inhibit the flow 

of writing.  

▪ If a student is struggling with their printing, provide extra practice time at school, 

or send a booklet home with parents (with instructions). Alternately send home 

the website link to the program so that parents can download sheets at home. 

▪ If printing in small groups, assign a “chant leader” who leads the group’s chant. 

Group participants are expected to be encouraging of each other and to 

display good team spirit. 

▪ Have a few extra booklets ready for students whose items always seem to 

magically disappear! 

Developed by: Alanna Kirkham, Educator, Coquitlam School District #43, October, 

2015; Revised by Ivonne Montgomery, 2017. 
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My strategies for neat printing: 

 

• Slow down  

• Print letters from top to bottom 

• Print letters on the line (no floaters) 

• Print tall letters tall (b, d, f, h, k, l, t) 

• Print small letters small (a, c, e, i, m, n, o, r, s, u, v, w, x, z) 

• Print “digger” letters digging down below lower line (g, j, p, q, y) 

• Leave a finger space between words 

• Use correct capitalization and punctuation 

• Skip a line (double space work) 

How did I do? 
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Key Strategies for Neat Printing 


